USIS-CAIRO °HEADLINE REPORT” PRESS SECTION, AMERICAN EMBASSY

. Papers of

"What's News" is prepared to give American readers a quick, at-a~-glance, Aug, J

objective poll of Egyptian newspaper interest; to show what Egyptian I!Ikhwann
papers are "playing up" and what they are "playing down." Where possi- s "
ble, it cross-sections the press--right, left and center--concentrating Misri
on major and most influential papers. Topics are listed in the order of YAhram?
the importance given them by editors...and thus are listed in the order n n
in which they claim the eyes of Egyptian newspaper readers. ASS&S

Explenation of the poll system appears on reverse of thls page. "Sawt el Umma"
"Kotlat
Subject: , _ Points: Papers using:
ARABIC PRESS

PALESTINE =- Bernadotte meets King Abdullah;
Jewish truce violation; Jews arrest U,N,
observer (M,S); problem of refugees discussed
at Security Council; Britain offers to help
Palestine refugees; "martial law" proclaimed
in Iraqi "occupied" areas of Palestine; problem
of five kidnapped Britons and the Security Council;
Shertok threatens to attack Egyptian posts all
along the front (As); Bernadotte makes declaration
to Arab News Agency Correspondentea, 187 I,M,Ah,As,5.X,

BERLIN == general situation; Stalin rcceives Western
envoys in Moscow; split between Russian and 4llied
Police,.. 103 I,M,Ah,K,As,S.

DANUBE CONFERENCE -~ Eastern Block wants exclusive

control of Danubes.. 61 I,M,Ah,K,A8,S.

IRANIAN SHAH ~- welcomed in Paris; plans visit to Syria,
Lebanon and Irags.. 16 Ah,K,S,

BERNE -~ Swiss-Rumanian diplematic conflict; Rumania
closes all Swiss consulatese.s 13 4Ah,As,S,

OLYMPIC GAMES == events (published by all papers but
only given "international news" importanee in
"Ahram?),, . 11 4Ah,

POLAND protests to Britain against not having been
asked to participate in London tallks on Berline.. 10 M,Ah,K,

ARMENIA, AZERBATJAN «- Soviet maneuvers; U,S. leaders
ask for reinforecment of Turkish and Iranian
forces... 8 M.

NEW YORK «~ "™Misri® owner Mahmoud Abul Fath talks
on freedom-of the press and the Palestine question.é M.

PARIS =~ Orientalists end confercncc.,. | 6 M.
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HOW THIS REPORT IS PREPARED... .
"What's News" does not translate news storles,’
reflect the individual point of view of any fag
By an objective statistical conversion of "headllne bigness,"
"story placement" and "display" into figures, it attempts to show
a general picture of how the newspapers of Egypt rate current
news.,

- To gilve this plcture, every story on the major news pages of a
representative group of newspapers in each language is glven
a "point value," based on story display and position.

These point values are reached as follows:

l. A single-column headllime 1s given an arbltrary value of
two points., A two-column headline rates four points, A
three-column headline earns slx -- ete. The baslc point
value of a story is set at twice the width of 1its headline.

2. Three polnts are added to the valus of all storles published
on "Page One'"... #nd an* additlonal twe-points are added to each
story published in the top third of Page One., Thus an eight-
colum "banner" headline on Page One rates sixteen pointd, plus
three polnts, plus two points -- 21 points.

3. After all storles in the newspapers covered are evaluated in
this manner, the total' score for each ltem of news (regardless of
what phase of the story the individual newspaper "plays up") is
added, for the entire crossrsectioned group of newspapers. By
choosing papers right, center and left, partisan.considerations
in giving prominence to news, are "balanced out". Thus, if the
Wafd gives a story banner headlines and the Administration
omits, the score for thls story, sven though it is bannered in
a Wafd paper, will be no more than the scorse for a, story given
four-column headlines 1in both Administration and Opposition
newspapers. o

4., The 1dentical system 1s used in evaluating the Arabic and
French press, excépt that the Arablc report, because of the
Egyptian custom of bulking international news on Page One,
and major local news on Page 2, scans both these pages. The
French analysis covers"Page One". The English Press 1s not
evaluated bscause only a single newspaper appears mornings,
another afternoons, and Amerlcan readers can see immediately
the value accorded specific items by the "entire" morning
and evening English Press.

5. "Editorial Report" simply lists the subjects of major edi~
toriasls (as opposed to news items) in the press, by newspapers,
. for the convenleiice of those seeking comment on a specific
: sublect. o

WHY THIS REPORT IS PREPARED...

N USIS has "evaluated" the news in less formal fashion .for some
time, in order to gulde its work. No"Information Service"
can operate into a void; 1t must know what subjects are of

most vital interest to the papers it servides.

Because it has seemed probable that other Embassy officials’
and Americans, unable to read the Arabic and French press
dally for themselves, would find a "shorthand report" of-.
this sort valuable as a"barometer of lacsl press (and .thus,
to a degree, public) interest, the above means was devised t
. pass along the dally USIS look at the news. <

R T . N
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Subjeet: Points: Papers usings
KING FEISAL arrives in Baghdade... 5 Ah,
HUNGARY == new "spy group" discovercdess 5 S.
HUNG/RY =~ Tildy's resignation acecepted by

Parliamente.e - 4 K.
MALAYA == civil woTe.e 4 S.
CHINA == rumors spread of M"war" in FuropCese 3 M.

. TRIPOLI rcsents Investigation Committcels deeision

concerning Libya... 3 Ah,
WASHINGTON == new authorizations for IRP announced,.?2 As.
HUNGARY == church men persecutcdess 2 Ah,

FRENCH FRESS
August 3, 1948 papers: "Progros Egypticn," "Journal d'Egypte.”
PALESTINE - Bernadotte optimistic; visits King

Abdullah and Glubb Pasha; expectcd in Lleoxandria

shortly; Britain offers to aid Lrab rcfugessss. 44 PyJe
BERLIN QUESTION =~ Stalin reccives Westorn cnvoys;

aims of meeting to ease Berlin situotion and

establish basis for four-power talks; beginning

of econcmic fusion of three zonos (P)... 36 PyJe
DANUBE CONFERENCE -~ BEastern bloc wants cxclusive

control of Danube; no U,N, obscrver atb

Conference (J)ese 18 P,J.
CORFU CHANNEL INCIDENT =~ Britein rcfutes Albanian

argumentse.. 13 P,J.
SWISS-RUMANIAN diplomatie conflict; Rumania closes

a1l Swiss Consulates; Switzerland protests (J)eel2 P,J.
HUNGARY == now "spy group" discovcrcda.. 1 PyJe
ITALY =~ split of Labor Party... 8 P,Je.
CYPRUS =- strikcse.. : 7 P,J.
ATHENS -~ UNSCOB resumes activiticsSe.. 6 P,
WASHINGTON -- Truman asks Congress for two million

doilars to specd immigration of displaccd persons.b P,
PRINCE TLLAL OF TRANSJORDAN reoturns to Amman,.. 6 P,
PARIS == IRP confercnce studies monctary elcarance

system for intra-European paymcniSe.. 5 P,
SYDNEY = mcmbers of Gzech Consulatc resign in

protest against Communist regime in Progucess 4 P,
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__.Subject: Points: Papers usings
MALAYA we civil walees 4 Je

FRENCH ATRCRAFT MISSINGes. 4 Je

‘DAMASCUS w- Lrab leaders to hold conforenec shortly.s P,

CHINA w= rumor of "war" in Buropc sprcadess 3 Je

BRUSSELS «- Spaask speaks of Belgian forcign policyes? P,

' EDITORIALLS

FRENCH PRESS
The Vatican and the Near East -- "Progres Egyptien.!
ARABIC PRESS

Palestine Refugees =- "Misri,"

The Problem of Hyderabad -- "Misri.W

Hungaryw=- Conflict between Church and Statc = #ihram,?

These Crimes =- it is the pcoplel!s duty to help discover the Perpetrators »-
"hihram,"

Examinination systoms and their veform s issas,"

No Partiality in thc Viso and Naturalization officcs -- "Agsas,

A Testimony =- (commenting on a declaration made by A1 Misri" owner lMohmoud dbul
Fath in New York saying that the Jows of Egypt had helped support the Arab causc
during thc Palestine war) == "Ikhwan,"

A Spot We Have Treated Unjustly (commenting on "01ld Cairo" which used to be suck
an important place and which is now totally dignored and uncarcd for) == "Ikhwar "
When Will Britain Pay the Egyptian Statc Railways. the Eleven Million Pounds? =~
- "Kotla M

P N . e P

Approved For Release 2007/03/08 : CIA-RDP83-00415R001300100019-5



